244                           JEAN SIBELIUS.

been able to reject. The greatest labour I have
expended, perhaps, was on works that have never
been completed."

Sibelius is still governed to-day by the feeling of
creative yearning and overflowing creative power
that held him enthralled at the time our War of
Liberation came to an end.    Nevertheless, the
tragic-pathetic has been  displaced by inspiring
powers of a brighter hue.   The eighteen years that
have passed since 1918 have provided him with the
answer to many questions, dispelled many doubts
and have led his unremittingly searching spirit to
greater   clearness   about   himself.   The   master's
inspiration still plays on a many-toned register:
the lyricism in the sixth symphony, the power of
imagination in " Tapiola," the dramatic intensity
in the music to " The Tempest " combine to make
of the latest phase of his creative work a fascinating
synthesis of all his production.   But  the pre-
dominating feature is the Apollonian joy in light,
clarity, strength and chaste form that can already
be seen clearly in the second symphony,  that
entirely governs the  third   and  is  temporarily
obscured during the years of doubtful musing, of
uncompromisingly severe self-examination; of which
" Voces Intimae " and the fourth symphony stand
as an impressive monument, to be victoriously
affirmed in the radiant apotheosis of the fifth
symphony; this Appolonian worship of light sheds
its golden glory over Sibelius' seventh symphony.
The romantic and the naturalist still live in the ever